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Eaſts of Love and Charity, are near as old as 
[N Chriſtianity zt ſelf, for, in the Primitive Age of 
our moſt Holy Religion, it was the frequent Pra- 
flice of the Profeſſors of it, to meet together in a Reli- 
gious Aſſembly z not only for the Performance of Publick 
Worſhip, but alſo, as a Teſtimony of their mutual Love 
and Charity, to Eat and Drink together at a Common 
Feaſt ; to the Furniſhing of which, every One brought 
ſomething, according to his Abjlity : And then they made 
alſo thezr Collections for the Poor. 
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The Epiſtle 


To this Prattice Si. Jude has a Reference in 11s Epi- 
file, where complaining of ſome, who, by their abontnable 
Lives, were « Scandal to the Pririty of the Chriſtian Pro- 
feffion ; he ſays ver. 12. Thele are Spots in your Feaſts 
of Charity. 1. e. Blemiſhes and Scandals to the Chrifti- 
an Feaſts, which ought to b» conſtituted of Gueſts of Py. 
rity ang Irreproachable Lives. And St. Paul has 
clearer Relation to this Matter. in his Reproownhich he 
grves the Corinthians for their Irreverence, not _ at 
the Lord's Table, bit alfo for therr Indecency, and Gon- 
tumely at this Chriſtian Feaſt, 1 Epi/i. Cor. 11 chap. 
21, 22, and 33, 34 ver. He there rebu., « the ealthy- 
er Ghriſtians, for that they had not a due and charitable 
Regard for the Poor, but even at that Feaſt (whoſe End 
was Charity,and a Teſtification that they ſtood on a Level, 
1m reſpeft of their Allegiarice to the 1 .ord Feſus Chrizh, 
aud the Benefits they equi lly expefted from Him, and /o 
were Fellow-Subjcfs of One great King, the Lord of All, 
zet there) they regarded Temporal Riches, World!) Reſpe 4s 
and afted accord; agly : ind ſo the Rich who bronght in 
Abundance, Eat nd Drank accordingly, and th Poor 
ho brought little, went away Diſſatisjed + yo that One 
was Hungrv, Another was Drunken. Thri Un: 
charitableneſs and Intemper.amc?, the Apoſtle Reproves, 
and Exhorts to a Reformation mm the 32, and 34 vcr. 
\Vherefore, mv Brethren, when ye come together to 
at, tarry One far Another, &c. 
[ do acknoirledre that at theſe Relig! IOUS IC aſts, they 
as r/fo recerve ! Le Holy Sacrament 0 t/ Lord's Sup- 
; but by reaſon of the Indecencies and Dijo-ders bifore 
thin ;alioned; and tho followin ; Perſecutio ns hich f } uPoR 
12 Church, this ws RATE , ime a: Brit ho: a Taft 


Delicatory. 


aud Chriſtian Praitice of theſe Feaſts, neither can, nor 
ever will be diſcommended. 

This I mention, to juſtify your Fealt, and to ſhew that 
a Feaſt of Love and Charity (and ſuch | hope” yours 25) 
1s fo far from being contrary to our Chriitian Religion, 
that its al toge ther agreeable to it, aud concordant with the 
Praftice of the Earlieſt Profeſſors of our Holy Faith. 

But as Thoſe ran into Irregularities tm their Feaſts, 
which occ.afron?d their Diſcontinuance, ſo may you 3 and 
therefore I ſhall obſerve, that Publick Feaſts caunot have 
more than jome of theſe Four Ends. 

Firſt, (which zs the loweſt, and moſt unworthy) The 
End of ſatisfying the ſenſual Appetite in Eating and 
Drinking, &c. But this rs ſuch an Indrignity to the Place 
of our Nattvity, as well as to the Holi: fs of our Chr:- 
ſtian Profeſſion, that none of us (I hope.) can become guilty 
of ſo unworthy a Deſign. 

Secondly, The End of Converling together and En- 
larging our Acquaintance, in order to advance our 
Temporal Intereſt. And this(tho' it may,hy the Prudence 
and Sincerity of its Manazement, be honeſt enough, yet )if 
it be not ſubords; Tn > to Noble Ends, it's ftill unrorthy of 
fuch an Fong abt aud Chriſttim Gon corrſo, And there- 
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Thirdly, .1 Third End 75, The Reviving good Neigh- 
bourtTod, continuance of Country-L ove, and mutu- 
al Aﬀfe:cron : which 2 are engag'd to, vy our Relige 
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The Epilile 

riſhes, 47d Breathing the ſame Sweet and Wholſome Air, 
and partaking of the fame common Benefit s of Nature. 
And this (tho not the higheſt, yet) is ſuch a juſt and Na- 
tural End, for the Enconragement of your Feaſt, that every 
One, that is a Lover of his Religion and Country, and 
that underſtands and feels the Obligations of Nature, muſt 
weeds (.zreeable to his Ability ) grve a ſuttable Enconrage- 
ment to its juſt and regular Obſervation. 

Our Religion obliges all the Profeſſors of it to Leve 
One Another, to be Kind and Juſt Charitable and Good- 
natur'd One to Another : This 1s an Obligation which the 
Author of it, our Blel{ed Redeemer, has laid upon us, 
and which every One, that will approve himſelf his Diſ- 
ciple muſt Obey Joh. 13, 34. A New Commandement 
L give unto you, that ye Love one another. ſo ver. 35. 
and Chap. 15. 12. And the ſame Apoſtle in his Epiſtles, 
mnculcates nothing ſo frequent as the Duty of Love, Lit- 
tle Children Love one another. /o St. Paul 1 The. 


4. 9. | 
But as Chriſtianity 1s a Religious Oblsgation to the 
ſincere performance of this Duty, ſo the Regard that we 
Owe to our Country, and the Government, which protects 
us is anatural One; And this 1s ſo ſtrong that a Man 
muſt put off Natural Aﬀettion, before he can break it. 
It's almoſt as Antient, and altogether as Wide and Uni- 
verſal as the World; for the Blackeſi Negro, the Tawns- 
eſt Indian, ( yea the Sottiſh Soldanians ) are all poſſeſt 
with a moſt Warm Paſjion to therr Native Country : To 
repeat Inſtances of this Aſſertion, and it's powerfal Effeds, 
would be to Tranſeribe a great part of all the Hiſtories 
of the World ; and to go about to prove it to be Fuſt and 
Honeſt, would be to ſpend time 1m Arguing that which no 
| Body 
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Dedicatory, 


Body contraditts., But as We who are Englith Men, 
Love all Engliſh Men, with a Country Aﬀettion, as we 
are Subjetts of the ſame Prince, and live under the Secu 
rity of the fame Laws ; Net the Place of our Birth, and 
the Vicinity of our Neighbouring Tor ns and Pariſhes,com- 
mands the chozcer and warmer part of our National Love ; 
and that this honeſt Paſſion may be increas'd and duly 
cheriſh'd, no means more proper than a Chriſtian Feaſt. 
Fourthly , But the moſt Noble End, 1s To meet toge- 
ther to do Good, by Relieving the Necellitous, help- 
ing the Indigent, and turning our Eyes on the ſtate 
of the Poor ; To make Collections according to our 
Ability, for the Support of our Poor Country-men : 
This #5 truly to conſtitute a Feaſt of Love and Charity, 
When we deal our Bread to the Hungry,and cover the 
Naked, and hide not our ſelves from our own Fleſh : 
This as it's the moſt excellent End,ſoit onght to be the Prin- 
cipal #n Deſign, of all thoſe that come to thoſe Publick En- 
tertainments. We mayeaſfily encourage mutual Kindneſs, 
between Perſons of equal Wealth and Fortames in the World, 
ſince this is not diſcrepant to an Unregenerate aud Sinful 
State, for Publicans and Sinners do the ſame, Mat. 5.46. 
But to give Teſtimonses of our Chriſtian Love, by 4&s of 
Bounty and Support to the Poor and Needy, as well as by 
our Regard to the Rich and Honourable this ts to prove 01 
ſelves Chriſtians maeed, and ſhews that We are 1 fluenc'd 
by a principle of Love that comes from above. Aud to dv 
this, and to live with each other according to 1he Oli :r 
tions of our Religion and Country, 1s th. it which 15 Re: 
commended in the following Diſcourſs, which 101 {ve 
entreated me to make Publick. Aud to what ts / 2:4 
there, [ ſhall add this Request, That in every Paſavze 
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The Epiltie, &>c. 

of Life, you'd remember your Country, and never be 
Guilty of any thing that may caſt a Bleuwiſhupon it. That 
if the Manes of cur honeſt Fore-Fathers hrve any Xnow/edge 
of, or concern for, the Deeds of thiir Pollerity they may be fatis- 
fied in feting that we do not degenerate from their Sincerity : 
But however that you'd ſo live, that God, ({mho we are ſure 
knows ani! takes notice of all our Afions, and will according to 
em judge us hereafter, that He ) may be ſatisfy 4 an pleas'd 
with us, that ſo hereafter ut may b: ſaid to us, Well done good 
and faithful Servants. 

To Conclude, As our Country produces a People of great Tntet 
grity, wh are like the numerous Flocks of our $brcep (that feed 
on gr Downs) Harmleſs and Innocent, and whoſe Lanzuage 
*ught to be as plain as our Garb, as clear as our Air, and harm - 
leſs like to our Shcepherds Lives, I have therefore not endea- 
ur'd, in this Diſcourſe, to ſpeak contrary to our honeſt \Wilt- 
ſhire Plaineſs : And perhaps the little, the very little Notice 
of a ſingle Day, to fit my ſelf for the Bufineſs of appearing be- 
fore you, has fo far aſſiſted to carry on our Character, that it 
helps to prove, that even in our Sermons, as well as all things 
elſe, we are Men of great Plaineſs, and I hope of as great Pro- 
buy, tho we want the Smoth Language, as well as the R-fi- 
ned Arts of the Court. 

I am ſure what Ideliver d was honeſtly intended,and that I know 
will belp to make it acceptable to Honeſt You, tho ut be n4t al- 
lowed as an Apology to Others. That Gel may Bleſs our Coun- 
try, and render it [luſtrions by the Produtiten s of excellent Men, 
aud that You may help to make it ſo, i the Prayer of 


Your Humble Servant, 


And Country-man, 


7. Ruſſel. 
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Mutual Love and Charity, 


Recommended in a Sermon Preach'd to 
the Natives of Wiltſhire at their Feaff, 
November the 12th. 1695. 
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I PETER IV. former part of the 8 Verſe, 


And above all things have fervent Chari- 
ty among your ſelves. 

Indneſs and Love is ſurely the moſt Univer- 
Ik ſal, as well as the moſt Noble Aﬀection 
of the Creature; 'tis a Vertue which: is 
altogether agreeable to Humanity ; Howſoever 
ſome make the Condition of Mankind a ſtate of 
War : For tho' the Fall of Man, has clouded the 
Original Nobility of the Soul, yer ſtill there are 
plain Intimations of this Duty, left on the bro- 
ken and ruin'd Face of Nature : ſo that he that 
conſults but the Dictates of his Reaſon, (though 
they are obſcur'd and blended with Ignorance) 
yet will tind this not only to be his Duty, but alſo 
his Intereſt. It ſtill remains manifeſt not only from 


hence, but alſo from a Diſcovery of it even in the 
B , better 
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better and kinder part of the Irrational Creatures, 
who have a Complacency and Delight in Con- 
verſation- with thoſe of their own Species, and 
that makes 'em Flock and Herd together, (they 
are Eagles and Wolves.that go alone, but Doves 
and Sheep go in Flocks and Flights) ſo that ſhould 
a Man fail of this Qualitication, he mult not only 
put off Humanity, but alſo tink down to the low- 
eſt Degree of Brutality, and put on the worſt 
part of the feral Nature. 

To delight to do Good, and to be ſatisfy'd and 
pleas'd with the Proſperity of our Netghbours, 
to help forward (that which we call) their Good 
Fortune, and to endeavour to reſcue them out of 
Miſery,is to imitate God, who is beſt pleaſed in the 
Works of his Mercy, and moſt Delighted when 
he ſhews himſelf Gratious : And Man being the 
Image and Perfection of the material Creation, 
and being, by the Excellency of his Soul, quali- 
fyed for Love -and mutual Kindneſs; One may 
bore expect to find this Vertue in him in the 
moſt exalted Degree and largeſt Meaſure: And 
he that dos not degenerate from the excellency of 
Humane Nature, he ſhews that this Love is Efſen- 
tial to him, that he is enfluenc'd by it, and he ex- 
preſles it in all the Actions of his Life, and dos 
endeavour in every thing to walk agreeable to 
that, which he perceives {7 plainly to be his Du- 
ty, So that however the Knowledge and Senſe 
of our Piety toward God may bedim'd and ſully'd 
by Man's tirſt Tranſgreſſion, yet this of Love and 
Kinaneſ; 


("1 ] 
Kindneſs to our Neighbour, remains even in this 
our corrupt State ſufhtiently clear, arid can-only 
be extinguiſht by offering Violence to Reafon. 
But now, as Religion 1s Improvement of 
Reaſon, and the Rectification of our Nature, as 
itencourages whatever Remains of Verrue it finds 
in us, and labours to Plant whatſoever it finds 
wanting ; ſo it teacheth nothing more clear: and 
plain than this Duty of Love, of Benevolence, and 
Charity on2 to another : Hence our Blefled Savi- 
our tells us that to Love our Nerghbours as our ſelves 
is the ſecond: great Commandment. And St. 
Paul comprehends the whole Law ir this” one 
Word LOYE, Rom. 13. 9; For this thou ſhalt 
not commit Adultery, Thon ſhalt not Kill, Thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe Witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet , and if 
there be any other Commandment, it 1s briefly compre- 
hended in this Saying, Thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf. Hence we have ſuch frequent Me- 
mento's, ſuch exprefs Injunctions, and repeated 
Precepts to this Duty; as if the Exerciſe of this 
Duty of Love, of Charity, was the Whole of what 
we had to do : Apgreeable to this, faith St. Paul 1 
Cor. 13. 13. And now abideth Faith, Hope, Ghars- 
ty, theſe Three; bat the greateſt of theſe 15 Charity. 
And ſo, aecordingly, in his Epiſtle to the Colofi- 
ans, he calls it The Brnd of Perfeftneſs ; 


ting that the Perfection of all Chriſtian Duties 
winch we owe to One Another is bound np in the 
zundle of Charity; or that ſingle Vertues are but 
{catter'd and looſe, as they are diſtinct, but are 
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knit 


intuma-. 


Mat. 22. 2% 
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knit together by the Concatenation of this Grace 
of Ghartty ; ſo that this Grace being kept whole 
and entire all other Vertues would be preſerved 
in it, which would adorn us in Proſperity, and 
ſuccour us in Adverſity, And to this Purpoſe 
St. Peter warning the Chriftian Jews, either of 
the End of the World, or (which ſeems more a- 
greeable to the delign of his Words} of the Con- 
fummation of the Jewiſh State, and that Cup of 
Wrath which, without any Mixture or Allay of 
Mercy, was ſhortly to be poured forth on the Ct. 
ty Feruſalem, and the Crucitiers of our Lord; le 
admoniſheth them ( Ver. 7. But the End of all 
things ts at hand, be ye therefore Sober.) to Tempe- 
rance, Moderation, and Vigilancy, that they might 
be Prepar'd to eſcape the Diſtreſs which would 
ſurprize them with the reſt, if they were carelets; 
and exhorts 'em (Watch unto Prayer) to be ſo]lici- 
tous in Supplication to obtain a Security from 
Heaven, that they might not be ſwallow'd up in 
that overflowing Flood of Wrath which would 
drown the reſt in a total Deſtru&ion : And to 
to thoſe Admonitions he adds, Ile; mw 1zr, Above 
all things (Emphatically ſpoken) have fervent Love 
or Charity among your ſelves. As if this were of 
greater Conſequence, than the Duties of Sobrie- 
tys Watchfulneſs, and Prayer which he ment1o- 
ned before. 

By the way, I ſhall remark, That whatſoever 
limes God hath relerv'd us for,-The Duty of Love 
«:id Charity, conſcientionſly Prac/tic'd, will nos only 
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render us Acceptable to God, and eaffe to our ſelves ; 
but by#t alſo we ſhall gain the greateſt Comfoxt One 
from Another, 

And truly, ſince we are fallen into ſuch a dege- 
nerate Age, that the Love of many is waxen Cold, 
not only to God, but alſo to their Neighbours ; 
and that ſuch a Selfiſh Spirit is broken looſe a- 
moneſt us, that it hath almoſt ruin'd our ſtate and 
Nation. I therefore think no Doctrine more fit, 
no Inſtructions more Proper tro be preft by the 
Miniſters of our Holy Religion, than this of mu- 
tual Love and Gharrty. 

And tince we are here met together, to teſtify 
our continuance of this Chriſtian Vertue, and al- 
ſo to encreaſe it ; I hope the inliſting on this Sub- 
ject, will appear not unſuitable, but very Proper 
to our preſent Occalion. 

I thall therefore coniider, 

1. What the Grace of Charity 1s which the 
Apoſtle dos here Recommend. 

24ly. Whence it proceeds : Or, what are the 
chicfelt cauſes of its Production. 

3ly. How this 1s to be Exercis'd towards all 
M1: but more particularly (according to the 
Text) among our ſelves. 

4:4bly. 1 thall endeavour to apply it more Re- 
ſp.crively to our preſent Purpoſe. 

t. What the Grace of Charity 18; 

Of this I ſhall borrow the Deftnition from St. Au- 
#tm, who tells us that Char:ty 18, Reftif}a EDT, 
Aﬀetito. qua [ous dil: TEAMY pi P: (4 fe, Ty proxi mms pr 'P- 

ti 
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ter Dewn. "Lys the juſteſt and nobleft Aﬀe@tion 
of the Squl, whereby we Love God for himſelf, 


7. e. on the Account of his own Inhtnite Excellen- 
cies , and we Love our Neighbour on the Account 
of God, as he's the Image of that Intinite Being, 
So that this is the Spring which gives Motion to 
all the Duties we owe. either to our Creator or 
Feilow Creatures. 

When we Love God, we cannot chooſe but rea- 
dily Obey him, for Love will excite us to a moſt 
cheerful Obedience : When our Souls are warm- 
ed with this Holy Flame, we raiſe our ſelves to 
the higheſt Pitch of Faith, of Hope, and Aſſurance 


of Favour, and are alſo moſt aftected with a true 


Humility. 
Hence our Saviour, anſwering tothe Lawyer's 
Queſtion, Maſter which 1s the greah Commandment 


;5. 1n the Law? Replies, Thou ſhalt Love the Lord : 'hy 


God with all thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Mind: Intimating that this Duty of 
Love is the Fountain of Piety, the Root of Godli- 
neſs, the Great and Compreheniive Duty of Reli- 
gion; containing in it, and giving Motion to, 
all the other Relative Duties which we owe unto 
God. And as he that Loves God, muſt alſo 
Love his Image and Similitude 4 So our Lord goes 
on in his Anſwer, The Second great Command 1s 
like unto the Firſt, v2. Thou jnait Love thy Newgh. 


bour as thy ſelf. 


$9 that our Charity or Love (for the Word has 


heremuch what the fame {igniftication) muſt Burn, 


F:irit 
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Erft, With the Pureſt and moſt Exalted Fla 
to God, it muſt warm us with an Holy Aﬀection 
unto the moſt High, who, as he deſerves, ſo he 
commands our higheſt Eſteem. 

Secondly, It muſt dilate it felf in Branches of 
Love towards our Neighbour. And indeed that . 
Man can never (as he ought) Love his Neighbour, 
that dos not firſt Love God : For Gharzty is of an 
Heavenly Nature, and carries the Soul upwards 
towards God, moves it ſtrongly towards its Cen- 
tre as.its ultimate End; it's a Pure and Heavenly 
kind of Fire kindled in the Heart by the Pure and 
Holy Spirit of God ; and whatever Flames we may 
have towards our Neighbours, 1f they are not of 
this Celeſtial Nature, they are but Jgnes Fatus, but 
Sooty Vapours ariling from beneath, and are Earth: 
ly, Senſual, Driveli(b. 

And, if our Hearts Burn within us, with this 
Pure and Holy Love ty God, we cannot chuſe but 
have a Friendly Warmth towards our Neighbour ; 
for this will incline us to all the Relative Duties 
which we owe to one another; twill move our 
Hearts to Commileration, to Tendernefs and Pit- 
ty; 'twill make us Courteous, and Pittiful, and 
to Love as Brethren, 'twill make us of a Sympa- 
thizing Spirit, and to be ready to bear one anothers 
Burthens, and ſo endeavour to fulfil the Law of Chrizt, 
which Law is Love; 'twill make us Put on (as the 
Elef of God) Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs 
of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, ready to Forbear 
one another, and to Forgive one another. In a Word Colog, x. 1:. 

'twill 
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'twill make us conſcientiouſly Obey that Com- 
mandment which we have from Heaven, That he 
' who loveth God muſt love his Brother alſo. 

And, lince the nature of my Subject, and the 
preſent Occation principally direc: to this, I ſhall 
chiety apply my Ditcour!- to it, viz, To conftider 
that Chuty winch we ought to Exerciſe one to- 
wards another, or among cur telves. 

And this is that molt Noble Vertue, which, if 
it were rightly underſtood, and tincerely Practi- 
ſed, by all Men in general, in all the Afﬀairs of Hu- 
mane Life, it would make an Univerſal Reform 
in the World, and change the corrupt and foul 
Face of Things into an Heavenly kind of Beauty 
and peaceful Order. We ſhould hear no more 
Complaints in our Streets, the Fatigues and Vio- 
lence of War would ceaſe from Abroad, and Liti- 
gous Suits and Unchriſtian Contentions would 
tind their Period at Home : For this is that Af- 
fection which is the Begining of Friendſhip, 'tis 
the Bond of Peace, and the Spring of Juſtice, for 
| can never defraud or deal unjuſtly by him, to- 
wards whom my Heart burns with fervent Char:- 
rity. And therefcre ſays St. Auſim, Hb; Charitas 
cst, non poteit eſse imjuſtta, dilettio enim Proximt 
malum ;:0u operatur. It we Love our Neighbour we 
can never wrong him, for Charity worketh no ill 
to our N-ighbour, fince it rejoyceth not in Iniqui- 


i Cor, 13. $ ty, but rejoyceth in the Truth : Where therefore 
1.-.ra ct this 1$Rooted 1n the Heart,there 1s a Rectitude and 


' [© Honelty of Life agreeable to it. (*) 


tn 4 proccaere poteſt, Ste Aft, This 


E- 

This carries forth the Soul to a Delight and 
Complacency in our Neighbours and Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians, or however, at leaſt, to all Acts of Benevo- 
lence of Good-will towards 'em; And therefore 
as Various as the Circumſtances of our Lives, and 
the ſeveral Duties we owe to Mankind, ſo dos 
Charity form our Deportment, that in nothing we 
may be found Deficient or Negligent : Thus it 
teaches us the various Duties of Loyalty to our 
Prince, of Obedience to Magiſtrates, of Pzety to 
our Parents, of Reſpet# and Deference to our Sy- 
periors, of Honeſty and Fuſtice to all that we are 
concern'd with in our ſeveral Callings, of Love 
and Good-wrſhes to every man in general, of Com- 
paſſion, to the Miſerable, of Mercy to Offenders, 
and of that which we do more particularly call Gha- 
rity to thoſethat are in Want : 'Tis in a Word (ac- 
cording to St. Auſtin) the Root of all Moral Vertues, 
Radix omntum malorum et Cupiditas, & radix omni- 
um bonorum et Charitas: * As the Root of all Evil 


is Covetuouſneſs, ſo the Root of all Vertues is 4 ef non p:ſ- 


this of Charity; 'tis the Badge of our Religion, the 
Shibboleth and diſcriminating Character of a CGhr:- 


ſtian, a Teſttmony that the Life of God is wrought i nn porcf?. 


in us, and anearneſt of that everlaſting Glory, 
which we expect in Heaven hereafter, 
24ly. The Second thing 1s to conſider whence 
this Grace proceeds, and what are the Principal 
Springs of its Production. 
The eſhcient cauſe of this Grace is God himtelf, 
wito 1s the Fountain of all Vertue, and the Al- 
C mighty 
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mighty Husbandman that ſows the Seed of all di- 
vine Graces in the humane Soul,and He by his Holy 
Spirit, warms our Hearts, and enlightens our 
Minds, that we come to ſome Appreheniions of 
his Excellencies, do ſee that he's Intinitely valu- 
able and Lovely, and ſo we are drawnto Love him 
and make him our chiefeſt Good. And indeed 
it's the right Knowledge of God, that makes 
us Love him, andthat blows up the Flame of Di- 
vine Holy Aﬀection in our Heartsz for the more 
wecome to know him, the more are our Souls car- 
ry'd forth in admiration of him, and Aﬀection to 
him : And the Reaſon why Men Love him fo little, 
1s becauſe they know ſo little of Him. 
* And when this divine Fire towards God is 
+ Charitas Kindled in the Heart, it ſoon flames out in all 
naunfalfa 4 Acts of Kindneſs and Love towards our Neigh- 
latatur, que d bour ; for, He that loves God, whom he hath not 
graptel ow feen, muſt needs love his Brother ,rhom he has ſeen. S0 
ſe «d innumera that the right Foundation of true Charity is layd 
extendit Hu jn the Love of God, 


Jus Charttatis | $36 | | LE 
gnitium eft diletio Det & Proximi, quia per amrem Det, amor proximi gignitur ( por 
amorem proximi, amor Dei nutritur , nam qui Deum mu e nggtt, profetts Proximume 
diligere n-(cit. St. Greg, 


But then this (in the next Place) is carried on 
by inferior Cauſes, and cheriſhed by Rational 
Conkhiderations, ſuch as, 

1. The Excellency and Conveniency of tt. 

This would make' a kind of Heaven upon Earth, 
and putan End to all our Diſcords, that rent our 
Church "and diſturb the State; this would calm 

| | and 


ip ] 
and ſtill all our Murmurings and Repinings; And 
Abroad ſheath the Sword of War, and at Home 
beget and nouriſh Peace; 'twould, according to 
Iſarah's Prophecy, Teach us to beat our Swords into 
Plough-ſhears, and our Spears into Pruning-hooks; and 1 (i, 
turn all the Weapons of War into/Materials of 
Peace, and make all the Inſtrumerits of Litigous 
Law, Null and Uleleſs. 

2. From the Conſideration of its Reaſon and TFuſtice: 
Since if we delire Kindneſs and Love from others, 
it's. juſt that we ſhould give the ſame untothem ; 
and this is ſo clear, that, tho' the Primitive Beauty 
of the Soul be very much ſullied by Ignorance and 
Paſhion, yet it remained manifeſt to the very Hea- 
thens, Luod peri tibi non vis, alteri ne feceris; which 
exactly correſponds with our Saviour's Rule, What- 
ſoever ye would that Men ſhould do unto you, do Ye Var. 7. r:- 
ſo» unto them, And if therefore we would receive 
good Turns from others; if we defire Juſtice and 
Kindneſs from our Superiors, Good-will and Sznce- 
rity from our Equals, and Efteem and Reſpect from 
thoſe beneath us, we ſhall condemn our ſelves by 
our own Nelires, and make our own Expectations 
ariſe in Judgment againſt us, if we in like man- 
ner do not give all thoſe things, which we expect 
to receive. 

3. AConſideration of thoſe mutual Bonds of Gha- 
rity which are laid on all Men in Genera], ſhould 
teach us Charity and Benevolence to each other, 
ſince we have all the ſame Rational Souls , 
and the ſame Shape and Faſhion of Body, and 

C9 the 
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the ſame common Principles of Nature and 
Reaſon; but more eſpecially we that are Chri/ts- 
ans, When we conlider that we are all Subjects, of 
the ſame Prince (namely Jeſus Chriſt) are all un- 
der the ſame Covenant of Grace, and oblig'd by 
the ſame Precepts of Religion, are here in this 
W orld, in the ſame State of Tryal and Appro- 
bation, walking all in the ſame Way, like Stran- 

ers and Pilgrims bound for the ſame City, expo- 
Rd all to the ſame Temptations, and have all the 
ſame common Adverſary to oppoſe, and engag'd 
in the ſame Spiritual Warfare, are all alike Heirs 
of the ſame Hope, and Expectants of the ſame fu- 
ture Glory hereafter. Theſe Contiderations 
ſhould lay ſtrong Obligations upon us of Love and 
Charity, of mutual Forbearance, Mercy, and Kind- 


neſs towards cach other; For how can we who hope * 


toenjoy each other in Heaven,be Unkind and 11I-na- 
tred, Unjuſt, or Uncharitable, to one another 
here on Earth? If we believe that one part 
of our Happineſs hereafter in Heaven ſhall be the 
Eternal Fruition of the Company of Saints, of all 
thoſe Fellow-Chriſtzans who are Members, with 


us, of the Church Militant here, (as ſurely 1t ſhall) 


How then can we be otherwiſe than Ju#t and 
Kind, than Benevolent and Gharitable, and of a 
Sympathizing Sprrit towards our Fellows, who are 
Members with us of the Church here, and hope to 
be Partakers of the Church Triumphant there? 

The want of this 1s agreat Argument of our 
want of the Power of Rel:gron, that the Efficacy 


of 
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of the Goſpel dos not influence our Lives, and 
that we have no more than the name of Chriſtia- 
nity, and its external Profeſſion, ſince where 
there 1s apure Heart, a good Conſcience, and a Faith 
unfergned, there is alſo Charity, which is the End 
of the Commandment. But, 

zaly. I proceed to the Third Point, To conſider 
how this Grace is to be Exercis'd toward all, but 
more aſpecially (agreeable to the Text) Among onr 
ſelves. 

As to it's common Exerciſe, our Saviour tells us 
it muſt be Univerſal; - it muſt be as large as the 
Univerſe in Intention, and delire, tho' it cannot 
be in Practice: We muſt Love every thing that 
bears on it the Stamp of Humanity, and has the 
Image of God, in a Rational Soul; yea, the very 
Brutal part of the Creation muſt not be depriv'd 
of their Share of our Charity : For a Righteous 
Man muſt be M-rciful to his Beast. 

We muſt have a Charity for Turks, Fews, and 
Heathens; a Compaſſion for their Blindneſs, Igno, 
rance, and Stubborneſs, which muſt excite us to 
help 'em by our Prayers, that our Common Fa- 
ther would diſcover the Knowledge of himſelf un- 
to 'em inthe Light of the Goſpel. 

We muſt exerciſe this Grace towards even our 
Adverſaries, and learn from the Pattern and Pre- 
cept of our Lord, > To Love our Enemies, to Bleſs 
them that Curſe us, do good to them that hate us, and 
Pray for them that diſpitefully uſe us and perſecute ws: 
And thereby ſhall we approve our ſelves to be the 
Chitdren 


Proy. 1:2: 10. 
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uhildren of our Father which is t1 Heaven, Our 

Kindneſs and Charity, like the B-ams of the Sun, 

ought to warm and refreli all about us, and to 

rife upon the Exit, as well as upon the Good; and like 

Dews and retreſhing Showers, to water with our 

Benevolence, both the Juft, and the Hnjuſt. 

But however, tho we are to be thus univerſal- 

.ly Charitable, and to engage our ſelves 11 a prac- 

tice of general Benevolence ; yet the Meatures of 

our Love are not to be extended to all alike: as 

the Sun dos enlighten the whole World, yet he 

ſhines upon ſome parts with a ſtronger, and upon 

others with a fainter Ray: So that tho we are en- 

gag'd by our Sacred Religiontodo Good to all; yet 

there are ſome Objects which are entituled to a 

greater ſhare of our Charity than others. Tis true 

our Lord commands us ts love our Neighbour ( and 

| by that Word, ſcems to be intimated all Man- 

Res de kind ) 45 our ſelves *: But this (Itake ) relates tothe 

ſum. Praimus Sincerity, and not to the Meaſure of the Attection: 

er Sencr As a Man loves himſelf, without Hypocriſy or 

xcrate, Jedre Diſtmulation, Truly and Sincerely; {ſo alſo he 

1ris [.c174e Ought to love his Netghbour. And thus he may 
penſants *' » 1 oye another as unfeignedly, tho not fo fervently 
in qua foctt ſunt , , 
-mnes homies, as he loves himſelf: He may have as finccre a Cha- 
Sr, Auſt. rity for an Allien, as for a Countryman, tho the 
Iegree be not ſo great, nor the Meaſure fo large: 

And this is agrecable to St. Paul's Exhortation, 

Gal. 6. 10. As ne have Opportunity, let us do good 

uato all Men, eſpecially unto them of the Houſhould of 

Euth, Therefore thereare Degrees of Love and 

Charity; 


Wn 


Charity; and in theOrder and Regulationof theſe 
we are to walk by theſe Rules. 

KE:r/t, Of Religion. 

Secomdly, Of Diſcretion and common Prudence. 

Thiraly, Of Nature. 

1/t. We are to walk by the Rule of Religion: 
And this will teach us to love good Men morethan 
bad, and the obedient Subjects of Jeſus Chriſt, 
rather than thoſe that are in Rebellion againſt 
him. He that loves God above all, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily (in the next place ) have the greateſt Love, 
for him that's moſt like unto God, that excells in 
Holineſs, and goes beyond others in Virtue and 
Goodneſs, that comes nigheſt to that Pattern of 
Perfection which is ſet before us, 1m being Perfett 
as our Father which # in Heaven is Perfett, And 
therefore we ought to have a greater Degree of 
Love and Charity for a Chriſtian than a Heathen, 
for a Believer than an Inkde!, and for one that by 
the Holineſs and Integrity of his Life, gives Proof 
of his Converſion, then for another, that by his 
Vices and neglect of Picty, gives Teſtimony of his 
being in a natural State. As that Perſon that's 
truiy Loyal, muſt neceſſarily love a Fellow-Sub- 
ject above a forreign Enemy; 1o he that's the Ser- 
vant of Chriſt Jeſus, muſt needs have a greater 
Recard to one that's liſted under the ſame Banner, 
that Fights inthe ſame Battle, and lives under the 
ſame Diſcipline with himſelf, than for an Unbe- 
lieving Jew or Heathen, or for a meer nominal 
and fugitive Chriſtian. 

50 
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So that agreeable to St. Paul's Rule, before men. 
tioned, tho' we ought to dg Good to all Men, yet 
we ought to have a more particular Regard to 
Good Men, and our Charity ought toexprels it ſelf 
in the greateſt Vigour and Warmth to the Houſe- 
hold of Faith ; towards thoſe we ought to have a 
fervent Gharity, our Hearts ſhould burn with a 
more than a common Fire of Love, conſulering 
that they are a Kin unto us, there being a Spirt- 
tual Relation between us; for we are all Brothers 
an#Siſters m Chriſt, 

z2aly. The Second Rule, 1s that of Diſcretion and 
common Prudence : Tho' we ought to have the 
higheſt Love and Charity for the moſt eminent 
Chriſtians, yet in the Exerciſe of this Duty, thoſe 
that are near us, thoſe that are round about us, 
that ſtand upon our Level, or to whom ſome 
Bonds of Naturedo more ſtrictly oblige us ; Theſe 
may claim the greateſt Mcaſures of our Kindneſs. 

The Miſeries of One, tho' not ſo Worthy in 
reſpect of Vertue and Piety, may yet call for 
greater Meaſures of our Bounty than Another 
that 1s ſar better, but dos not Labour under the 
ſame Dithculties. A Pcor wretched Turk may 
(by reaſon of ſome circumſtances) be agreater 
Object of our Petty, Mercy, and Gh.1ity, than a 
believing Chri#ian, Thus our Saviour, tho he 


exerciſed his Love chiefly towards his Diſciples, 
yet ſometimes he convers'd and ſhew'd wonderful 
Teſtimonies of Love and Commuſerai11n to Publi- 
cans and Saners. 


Times of Afﬀi;&tion and Perſe- 
cution 


Cas] 


cation call for higher degrees of this Grace, than 
the Days of Proſperity; and our Love ought to be 
more intenſe to thole that are beaten upon by ſuch 
a Storm, than to thoſe that fit in the Sun-thines 
and Calms of Peace; that by bearing one anothers 
Burthens, we may give Succour and Relief, and 
adminiſter Conſolation to thoſe that are AfMicted. 
And becauſe a dreadful time of Vengance was 
approaching on Feruſalem, therefore does St. Peter, 
kere in this Chapter, more earneſtly preſs this 
Duty, as that which ought to be warm in all times, 
but more fervent in Seaſons of Diſtreſs. And 
therefore, tho we ought to be kind to All, yet 
Prudence will direct us to be chiefly kind to thoſe 
that are in Aﬀi&ion, and are expos'd to Adver- 
[1ty. 

Prudence therefore 1s neceſlary to aſhſtus in this, 
as well as in all inferior Graces; and he that's a 
Good, a Charitable, a Kind, and a Merciful Man, 
will alſo endeavour to be Solomon's Wife Man,whoſe 
Heart diſcerneth both time and Tudgment. But, 

zdly. There's another Bond, that obligeth our 
Charity and Chriſtian Love, and that's that of Va- 
ture : 1 mean the Obligations which ſome Perſons, 
and fome Flaces do naturally lay on us, more 
than Others : And theſe Bonds cannot, nor ought 
not to be violated, without great Injuſtice and In- 
humanity, 

Reliz:on, tho 1t teacheth us to, correct our Na- 
tures, vet it never gives Liberty tobreak its Bounds, 
or to put off thoſe common, thoſe natural Aﬀecit- 
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ens which are planted in us; but rather (on the 
other {ide) blames thoſe that are without natural 
Aﬀettion, as Irreligious, 

Therefore our Kindred, ( according #0 the Fleſh ) 
our natural Relations, may juſtly claim a larger 
Share of our Love and Charity, than thoſe to 
whom we are not ſo nearly bound : And he that 
rejects theſe Obligations, and acts contrary to 'em, 
ſeems-to endeavour to prove himſelf a Terre-F:l;1s, 


as if he thought himſelf the Child ofan unknown 


Father; and he puts himſelf in Ihmae/'s Conditi- 
on, Whoſe Hand was againſt every Mans Hand, and 
every Mans Hand againſt his. 

He therefore that falls ſhort in this, in caſhier- 
ing the Bonds of common Love to Kzndred by Na- 
ture, ſeems not only to have bid a Farewel to 
Religion, but alſo to Humanity : And is 1n this 
reſpect, ( as St. Paul ſays, not very forreign to this 
Matter ) worſe than an Infidel. 

But farther, there's not only an Obligation, in 
reſpec of Perſons, but alſo in reſpect of Places ; 
The Country from whence wee took our Birth, 
the very Soil and Air which gave us our firſt 
Nourtſhment, deſerves our Eſteem and kindeſt 
Regard, And we find that this kind of Love 
has been Planted. and Cheriſhed in the Hearts of 
the nobleſt Perſons in the World, whoſe Memo- 
ries are continued to us by the power of Hiftory: Sex- 


> 


torius ſo lov'd his Country, That even in his great- - 


eſt Proſperity in Victories, ſtill he wiſh'd to be 
recall'd to Romy, and proteſted he had rather be 
the 


| 
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the meaneſt Citizen of that City, than to live in 
Buniſhment, tho' he ſhould become the Emperour 


of the World * : Tho' Joſeph was rais'd from a +p1,.arch. 
poor Slave, to be the Prime Miniſter of Stateto the ws Sertorij 


mighty Phawah in the Land of Egypr, and tho' he 
had contracted Aftnity with Pozsphar Prince of 
On, by Marrying hs Daughter ; yet ſtill he retain- 
ed a Love for the Land of Canaan his native Coun- 
try; and therefore he commanded his Aſhes to be 
removed thither, whenever God ſhould deliver 


_ the Children of Iſrael ous of that Gountry : And 


this St. Paul mentions among the Acts of his Faith, 
Heb. 11. 12. By Faith Joſeph when he died, made 
mention of the departing of the Children of Iſrael out 
of Egypt, and gave vn) concerntng bus 
Bones. 

And if the very Country where we drew our 
firſt Breath merit our Eſteem, and lay aClaim 
to our Chartty ; ſurely much more do the People 
of the Country, who in this reſpect are as it were 
our Kinſmen, there being a ſort of Natural Re- 
lation contracted between us. However both of 
theſe have begot that Z2ws Tale BA, that ermere- 
Teie that Love to Men's Native Country that has 
been eſteemed, among the Antients, One of the 
moſt Noble and Heroick Yertnes, and of which we 
have ſuch numerous Inſtances given in Hiſtory, 
and fuch Egregious Sayings in the Poets and Ora- 
IOYS. Fy 

['l] not inlarge by Repeating theſe, but from 
hence make an Application to our preſent A 

2 We 
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We are here met for the continuance and in- 
creaſe of this moſt Chriſtian Grace of Charity and 
Bretherly Love, of Kindneſs and mutual Aﬀedtion 
one to another ; or, in the Words of my Text, 
Among our ſelves. "Tis a Duty we owe unto all, 
but more eſpecially to the Good; 'Tis a Duty 
we owe to Good-men, but more particularly to 
thoſe of our own Country, which 1s, in ſome 
Sence, a ſort of Family, which requires our E- 
ſteem by Right of Birth and Breeding, 
We are (my Country-men) the Natives of a 
County, inferior to none for the Glemency of Hea- 
ven, and Kindneſs of the Earth. The Goodneſs and 
and Salubrity of our Air ſpeaks for One, and our 
pleaſant Downs and Plains, our Fertile Fields 
and Fat Valleys anſwers for the Other.” Our 
Country in the Production of Honeſt and Emi- 
nent Men, gives Place to none, exceeds many 
'tis our Reputation and Honour that we grew up 
like Plants in that excellent Field, which gave us 
our firſt Breath, and Infant Education. But 
let me here remark, 'That for a Perſon to boaſt 
of his Native Honour, and the Glory of his Coun- 
try, and thoſe Advantages which Nature has given 
u < Roy bad him, is Sinful as well as Fooliſh ; unleſs he's fo 
<7 ens ſenible of theſe things, as by them to be drawn 
ws &@ s 587, tO judge it beneath him to do any thing unwor- 


= —_ thy of it * : As Menedemns, the Plloſopher, reply- 


&XA' 315 us;e! C1 tO Antigonus when he conſulted him, whether 


GEO he ſhould go to a Riotous Banquet, Rewembes =_ 
Lirias in 14 NE) that you are the Yon of a King. Yo let 1t be 
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an Argumentunto us when we? are tempted to any 
diſhoneſt and diſhonourable Action, let us Re- 
member that we are the Children, the Sonsof the 
choiceſt and lovelieſt Part of the Garden of the 
World, (1 mean England) and therefore let us do 
nothing Unworthy the Place of our Nativity, 
but, by our Virtuous Lives, prove that 'tis an ex- 
cellent Place, that -brings forth fuch honeſt and 
excellent P-rſons. 

As Excellent Men are a Reputation and Value to 
the Place of their Birth; fo it's alſo an Honour 
and Reputation to a Man to receive his Birth in 
an excellent Country. And this 1s not only fa- 
miliar among Men to take notice of the Repute 
or Obſcurity of the Place of their Nativity; but 


| alſo God Himſulf takes Notice of it, and notes 


down the Birth-Place of his Servants, as a Mark 
of its Honour, : "Thus P/al* 87. 4, 5, 6. Behold 
Phliſtia nd Tyre, with Ethiopia : This Man was 
born there. And of Zion it ſhall be ſaid, This and 
That Man was Born im her, and the Higheit himſelf” 
fhall Eftabliſh her. The Lord ſhall count when he 
writeth up the People, that This Man was Born 
there, Selah. 

Surely it will be an Honour to our Country, 
if we are Excellent Perſons, if we become Saints 
and the People of God, If we excell in Vertue, 
Piety, and every Thing that 1s Praife-worthy 3 
that it ſhall be ſaid of Wirſhire (in the Pſalnuſt's 
Language) This aud that Min was Born there, aid 
the Hizhelt himpelf fail Eftavitit it, 

In 


bu Tits Liv. 
Hiſt. Lib. 7- 


* 7aftin, Hiſt 
L1 + Wh 


| ( 39 | 

In order therefore, to keep up our Native Ho- 
nour, let us eſteem it as a Blemith to our-Coun- 
try, as well as to our Religion, to be guilty of 
vicious or uncharitable Actions. Let. us give 
Proof of our Chriſtianity by being Kind and 
Benevolent to all ; but for the Honour and Repu- 
tation of our Native Soyl, let us, above all things 
have fervent Gharity among our ſelves. 

This is a Duty fo Juſt and Reaſonable, ſo much 
for our own Preſent, as well as for our Future Com- 
fort, that we cannot deny it, if we are Ghriſtians, 
and are willing to keep up the Reputation of our 
Country: Were we call'd indeed to hazardous, 
and unheard-of Attempts,, for our Country's Ho- 
nour, and our own Welfare, it might make us 
boggle, tho the Difhculties would by no Means 
excuſe us. As were we call'd with the Roman 
* Curtius to precipitate our ſelves headlong into a 
devouring Vortex, for the Safety of our Country : 
Or, with the 4thenian * Codrus,were we to offer our 
Throat to the Sword of the Enemy, and ſacrifice 
our Life, for the Preſervation of our Neighbours : 
Or were we but, with the Generous Publicola, to 
pull down our Houſes, in order to ſatisfy the Jea- 
lous Humours of Suſpicious Citizens. Theſe, or 
ſuch as Theſe, were Matters that might make us 
Helitate, Diſpute, and Stumble ar their Perfor- 
mance : But now, when we are requeſted only to 
be Ghriſtzans, (which we Profeſs our ſelves to be) 
To be Men of Friendly, Kind, and Good natur'd 
Diſpoſittons, and Merciful and Charitable Inclina- 
tions 
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tions ; To put off Wrath, Strife, Debate, Evil Sneak 
ing, and all Malice; And to become, by our /+r - 
tue and Pzcty, Acceptable to God, Comfortable to 
our Selves, and an Honour to our Country. This, 
I hope, we may (being fo Juſt, ſo Reaſonable, and 


- Religious) be perſwaded to. 


And if You are (my Conntry-men,) willing to be 
ſuch, I am ſure, You will, at this Time, give Te- 
ſtimony of Your Pzety, in practifting the Duty, of 
which I have been Treating of, more particularly 
as it reſpects the Poor . 

It's no ſhame to us, to acknowledge that we 
have Poor among us, For tho' the People of Iſrael 
were the Lord's own Choice, and the' the Pro- 
miſes which were made them did chiefly confiſt 
in Temporal things; yet the Lord tells 'em Dent. 
I5. 4. That the Poor ſhould never ceaſe out of the 
Land. which, we cannot apprehend was for any 
other Cauſe, than that they might have Objects on 
which to exerciſe their Compaſſion and Charity. 

And, in the laſt Place, that we ſhould chiefly 
have Compaſſion on thoſe of our own Country, we 
have the Dire&ion of the Text, and allo the 
Example of St. Paul who ſought Relief abroad, 
even as far as Cormmth and Galatia, for the Poor 
Diſtreſſed Saints at Jeruſalem, who were his own 
Country-men. 

It's too long, to urge the Apoſtles Words joyn- 
ing to theſe of my Text, as a Motive to Charity ; 
(For Gharity fall cover the multitude of Sins, and 
Hſe Hoſpitality one to another without Gradging,) . 

tru 
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truſt your Willingneſs to the Duty will render 
it needleſs, | 

Our Charity and Kindneſs, I hope, will give 
Evidence to the Holineſs of our Lives, the Good- 
neſs of - our Morals, and'/become an Ornament to 
the Place of our Birth: And that we may thus 
Live, and thus approve oty ſelves, the Almighty afjizt 
us, by his Holy Spirit, through Jelus Chriſt onr Lord, 
Amen. 


